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Women Behind Nazi Bars 


By Monica Whately 


GERMANY IN THE PAST. 


Prior to Hitler coming into power, German women played a big 
part in the government of their country. German women voted ; 
forty German women were elected to seats in their House of Govern- 
ment ; women entered the professions, trades and industries, and 
won universal praise for their fine work. 


TO-DAY. 


These rights and responsibilities have been wrested from 
them. Thousands of women have been excluded from town cor- 
porations, hospitals and schools. They are no longer allowed to 
hold office because they are women. 


WOMEN’S ORGANISATIONS. 


The Government has dissolved all women’s organisations, not 
only pacifist and proletarian, but such organisations as the Inter- 
national League for Peace and Freedom, the Association for Women’s 
Suffrage, the Association for War Widows, and the Catholic Peace 
Union, etc. Women taking part in these organisations have been 
incarcerated in the Concentration Camps. The only associations 
of women allowed by the German Government are the organisations 
_affiliated to the Nazi Party. 


WOMEN’S WORK. 


According to the German Government we are told :— 


*“Woman’s task is to be charming and to give birth to 
children.” 


Children, it is well to remember, over whom the mother has no 
legal rights. German mothers to-day are being reminded that :— 


“There is no higher or finer privilege for a woman than 
that of sending her children to war.” 
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WOMEN’S EDUCATION. 


For German women the higher realms of education have been 
closed, for Hitler said :— 


“In the education of women emphasis must be laid 
primarily on physical development, only afterwards must con- 
sideration be given to spiritual values, and, lastly, to mental 
development.” 


Though for twenty-five years German women have had the right to 
select their own careers, a proclamation of the Government has 
declared that only a small percentage of women are to be admitted 
to the universities. Dr. Frick, Minister of the Interior, gave drastic 
orders in December that the quota of girls to universities is fixed 
at 10 per cent. of the total, and more drastic reductions are pro- 
mised. In 1934, out of 10,500 unmarried women only 1,000 have — 
been allowed to enter the universities, and only 75 women have 
been admitted to study medicine. This is a serious blow to women 
and a grave loss to the community. 


MARRIAGE. 


In spite of the fact that Hitler has promised all German girls 
a good husband, and this is used as an excuse to prevent women 
getting paid work, we know that there are about two million more 
women than men in Germany, so that even if every man was pre- 
pared to marry, there would still remain many women without 
husbands. Marriage now has become a trade. German girls must 
count themselves fortunate in being able to catch any man who 
can keep them, since they are not allowed to maintain themselves, | 
and for the others there is always suicide or prostitution ! 


“Round up a thousand German girls of the purest stock ; 
isolate them in a camp. Then let them be joined by a hundred 
German men, equally of purest stock. If a hundred such camps 
were set up you would have a hundred-thousand thoroughbred 
children at one stroke,” . 


said Dr. Willibald Hentschel. Such statements are typical of that 
pagan philosophy preached in Germany to-day, and has resulted 
in lowering the dignity of womanhood and debasing marriage. 


REVIVAL OF PROSTITUTION. 


“Brothels are the protection of family life,’ was the message 
broadeast during Easter, 1934, and, overmore, we see prostitution 
legalised. Men are freed from all control while the prostitute must 
be officially registered and compulsorily examined. This has meant - 
an enormous increase of venereal diseases. . 
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THE FAMILY. 


As a result of the Nazi decision that the proper sphere for 
women is the family, the kitchen, and the bearing of children, the 
Nazis are now turning women out of employment wherever they 
possibly can. This is being done to increase the birth rate. That 
is to say, provide future soldiers, and also to create employment 
for men at the expense of the women. 


WOMEN FORCED INTO DOMESTIC SERVICE, 


Where, as “an apprentice,’ they receive no wages for a year. 
Upper-class housewives are abie to acquire unpaid hands to do their 
domestic work. This is bound to cause wholesale dismissal of the 
maidservants they already employed. The official ‘“‘ German Labour 
Front,” in its report dated June, 1934, had to admit the fact that 
more than 25 per cent. of these girls get no holidays at all. Though 
these girls receive no wages their employers get a rebate on their 
income tax for taking another “daughter” into the home. 


WOMEN FORCED TO DO FARM WORK. 


In Apri, .1934, the Central Officer of the Labour Exchanges 
in Germany made the following statement :— ‘ 


“Women’s unemployment must disappear. On the 
3lst March, 1934, there were still 575,074 women on unemploy- 
ment lists. The Board of Finance insists that during the 
course of 1934 unemployment among women must completely 
disappear. Such as still remain unemployed must be absorbed 
by marriage, the household, and agriculture.” 


Large numbers of women hate farm work, and, consequently, though 
unemployed, failed to report to the Labour Exchange, knowing they 
would be drafted into agriculture. As a result, the Central Officer 
‘of the Labour Exchanges, 1934, said: 


“Such behaviour will in future be punished by the com- 
petent authorities.” 


The figures given for unemployment among women fall far short 
of the actual numbers without work. Official figures exclude vast 
‘numbers of women not allowed to register for work, politicals, 
Jews, and those great numbers of women doing unpaid work in 
domestic service, in the labour camps and prisons—not only are 
they not counted as unemployed, but in the majority of cases their 
dependants are refused all benefits. The conditions under which 
men and women are forced to work on these farms are truly terrible, 
boys and girls being herded together in stables for sleeping quarters. 
According to reliable reports an enormous percentage—up to 50 
per cent.—of the girls returned from the country pregnant. “The | 
Legal Agricultural Year for Young People” was introduced last 
year: 20,000 youngsters, of whom one-third were girls, were com- 
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mandeered to work for the peasants. In Berlin, when the mothers 
protested, as many of the giris between the ages of 13 and 15 
returned pregnant, they were told that if they refused to allow 
their children to go they would receive no relief, and could starve. 


LABOUR CAMPS. 


All women under 25 years are compelled to serve one year in a 
labour camp, the necessary discipline being enforced by severe semi- 
militant rules. The women receive no wages, but are prepared for 

“The task of becoming future housewives and mothers.” 

Many girls run away from their homes in the hope of being able 
to avoid the hated camp. 

There is one sphere in which the German women find equality 
with men, 

In the Prison and Concentration Camps. 

The Hitlerian Terror does not respect woman any more than it 
does man. The women’s prisons are full to overflowing with politi- 
cal prisoners. In the convict prisons, in the gaols, in the S.A. 
(Brown Guards) Barracks, and in the concentration camps—every- 
where are suffering wives, mothers and young girls, guilty of reject- 
ing National Socialism, creator of wars—guilty above all, of wishing 
peace. 


WOMEN HOSTAGES. 


Hundreds of women are being tortured and assassinated. 
Women are being held in criminal gaols, some of them have been — 
there for two years—not for any crime for which they have been -° 
proved guilty, but for the alleged misdemeanours of their men-folk. 


Thus when the Nazi authorities ordered the arrest of Hans ~ 
Beimler, Member of the Reichstag, they as well arrested his young 
wife of 23, and her sister of 19, placed them both in the criminal 
gaol of Stadelheim, where they have been imprisoned now for two: 
years, treated not as political prisoners awaiting trial, but as con- 
demned criminals ; denied the right to see visitors, write and receive 
letters or papers. The health of Mrs. Beimler, as does the health 
of many of these hostages, gives grave cause for alarm. These 
women are facing not only loss of freedom, and the physical suffer- 
ing of prison life, but as well the mental torture of being without 
any knowledge of what is going on in that world to which they 
belong, but in which they cannot play their part. As far as their 
family and friends are concerned, these women might already be - 
dead. 
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Else Steinfurth has been in prison for nearly two years. Her 
hushand was murdered in January, 1934. She is desperately ill, 
and, when brought to trial on 4th of this May, the judge was forced 
to admit in his summing up that there was no proof of any seditious 
activities on her part. Instead of releasing her, however, imme- 
diately after the hearing was over she was taken into “ preventive 


custody’’ for an indefinite term ‘at the discretion of the Secret 
Police.” 


Unless speedy action is taken she will not leave prison alive. 


Mrs. Fridel Worch was arrested along with her daughter, a girl 
of less than 17, on July 22nd, 1933. Mrs. Worch took absolutely 
no part in politics. She with her young daughter was taken as a 
hostage because of her husband’s politics. Early last October Mrs. 
Worch committed suicide. Her daughter, who had just turned 18, 
was allowed to attend her mother’s funeral, and was immediately 
afterwards sent back to camp. This girl has never taken any part 
in any political activity. She is a hostage, and the treatment which 
caused her mother to take her own life is still her daily lot. 


Tina Schmidt, a former Nazi, who later joined the anti-Fascist 
movement (before Hitler came to power) has also disappeared. 
She was last heard of in the Hohenstein concentration camp, where 
she was seriously ill as a_result of physical ill-treatment. It is to 
be feared that she is no longer alive. 


Frieda Wittman, of Konstanz (Lake Constance), 25 years old, 
‘was sentenced to 12 years’ penal servitude on March 28th, 1935, for 
“betrayal of military secrets.” She had made some remarks about 
German armaments and had been overheard by informers. 


Mrs. Schuhmacher, of Oberhausen, was arrested and required 
to make statements about her brother and her husband, both under 
arrest. On her refusing to do so she was beaten and injured so 
' severely that she spent weeks in hospital. Although her injuries 
are now healed, her reason has suffered through the blows struck 
at her head and she is now in the lunatic asylum in Bedburghau, 
near Cleve. She is the mother of two small children. 


Dora Hoesel, ex-M.P. (Diet), arrested on March 10th, 1933, and 
charged with incest, was ill-treated by the police to extract a con- 
fession. Tried and acquitted of all charges, she was immediately 
taken into “ preventive custody ’”’ and imprisoned in Stadelheim. 
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Christine Fenderl, mother of four children, is in Stadelheim, 
too. Her husband is an ex-Serviceman, certified completely dis- 
abled in the war, who is also in prison. 


In Castrop-Rauxel (Ruhr) a woman “ groused and grumbled ” 
at the present régime, which she considered to be the reason of 
her poverty. She was arrested with her husband and taken to 
prison. A child aged 5 months was left alone in the house, where 
it was found by neighbours 36 hours later in an exhausted con- 
dition. The woman was sentenced to two years’ imprisonment. 


A woman, name withheld, was arrested because she attempted 
to find out the whereabouts of her son, who had been arrested by 
the Secret Police. On being refused information she announced 
her intention of lodging a complaint with the Dutch Consul, as her 
husband is a Dutch subject. 


The Mother Superior of the Convent of the Good Shepherd in 
Berlin-Reinickendorf and her secretary were arrested for alleged 
offences against the currency laws. The 70-year-old Mother Superior 
of the Convent of Trepnitz in Silesia was arrested and died of heart 
failure during the transport to prison. 


Sister Venera, of the Order of St. Vincent, was sentenced to 
five years’ penal servitude for an offence against the currency laws. 


It is reported from the remand prison in Hamburg-Fuhlsbuettel 
that pregnant women are left there to bring their children into the 
world without medical aid. A woman who asked the prison doctor 
' to transfer her to hospital for the imminent confinement was refused 
assistance, and had to bring her child into the world in the prison 
cell. Only after the child was born was she taken to hospital. 
In the Moabit Prison in Berlin women are subjected to great. hard- 
ships. Dr. Schlegel, the prison medical officer, gives the women 
as little help as he can. 


A frequent ailment in prison is the disturbance of the normal 
functions of the female organism due to the chemical substances 
used in the preparation of the prison diet. The doctor in such cases 
refuses to prescribe a change of diet. 


To a pregnant woman who complained to him about her health 
the doctor said that she had refrained from causing an abortion 
merely because she hoped to wangle advantages for herself in prison 
owing to her condition, and that he was not standing for that. 
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In the Bavarian women’s prison in Stadelheim only prisoners 
are detained who are not charged with any offence, political or 
otherwise. Before being taken to Stadelheim women prisoners are 
questioned and ill-treated in the police prison in Munich. There 
are about i100 prisoners in Stadelheim at present, in their great 
majority hostages for their husbands, brothers, fathers, sons, and 
other connections. 


In Hamburg-Fuhlsbuettel Remand Prison a 19-year-old girl 
(name withheld) was severely ill-treated by SS-men (kicked in the 
abdomen), and the wardresses were instructed not to give her any 
assistance. She was left alone in her cell in this condition day 
and night. Later she complained to the medical officer about 
physical ill-treatment. For this she was punished with eight days 
on bread and water and without bedding and nine weeks’ solitary 
confinement, and was again kicked and beaten. She was told that 
if she told anybody outside what had happened to her, her parents 
would be made to suffer. There are from 550 to 700 women 
prisoners in Fuhlsbuettel; 70 to 100 in Jauer Penitentiary ; about 
800 in Aichach (South Bavaria). 


It is extremely difficult to collect material about arrests and 
prison conditions, as the severest penalties attach to the spreading 
of any information on such matters. Consequently details of only 
a few cases are given in this pamphlet, but readers may know that 
such details could be multiplied a thousand-fold of the many prisons 
and concentration camps of the Germany of to-day. 


Women are given long terms of imprisonment for being in pos- 
session of illegal literature, or if the membership card of a peace 
organisation or any banned organisation is found on them. 


There are eight women in gaol for being members of an Inter- 
national Bible Society. When charged with high treason it does 
not necessarily mean espionage or plotting against the Government. 
but such crimes as these, including the collecting of funds for 
prisoners. 


PRISONERS AWAITING TRIAL ARE BEING TORTURED. 


The Anti-Fascist women prisoners are being forced to go into 
baths, into which boiling water is then poured, until the blood flows 
from their mouth and nose. This proceeding takes place in the pre- 
sence of doctors. Eye-witnesses report having seen the warders 
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carry away women drenched in blood. The authorities do not even 
hesitate to arrest pregnant women. Women are being beaten, horse- 
whipped and tortured exactly like men. In the concentration camps 
the women are guarded by Storm Troopers, who even accompany 
them to the privies. At night young men enter their cells to check 
them up. Even nuns, when prisoners of the Nazi, are subject to 
vile abuse, and their male guards insist on accompanying them to 
the lavatories. Many women have committed suicide after suffer- 
ing days, weeks and months of this torture. Those taken to remand 
prison are habitually struck across the face so that blood flows 
from ears and mouths. The rooms and corridors are often be- 
spattered with blood. 


Young girls, 16, 17 and 18 years of age, have been kicked in 
the abdomen, pushed and knocked from one end of the room ta 
the other, dashing against the walls until the body was one vast 
bruise, and the girls lost consciousness. 


Several women have been chained up at night, and placed for 
weeks in solitary confinement. Residents living near prisons have 
complained to the authorities that they can get neither rest during 
the day nor sleep during the night owing to the screams of tortured 
prisoners, which penetrate even the thick prison walls. 


FREE WOMEN, WHAT CAN YOU DO? 


If you are Pacifists you do not want war—yet Germany is 
trying to force you into it. Boycott German goods, so that they 
shall not have the money to make armaments. 


IF YOU ARE TRADE UNIONISTS, 


Remember the Nazi Government has destroyed Germany’s fine 
trade union movement—and goods you purchase from Germany may 
be made under slave conditions. ; 


IF YOU LOVE JUSTICE AND FREEDOM, 


You must boycott a country that denies to its people that free- 
dom which you enjoy. 


If you believe that an attack on the status of women in any 
country is bound to affect the position of women here, then you 
must boycott German goods and services until such time as the 
Nazi Government realise that it does not pay to alienate the good 
will of the peoples of the world by denying the most elementary ~ 
justice to its women, and by this ruthless persecution of its men. 
women and little children, because of their political faith, their race, 
their creed, or their sex. 


HOW YOU CAN HELP 


The Constitution of the British Non-secyetarian Anti-Nazi Council 
provides for :— 


“ The taking of all lawful measures to boycott German 
goods and services until such time as complete freedom of 
belief and all civil rights are restored to all German subjects 
without distinction.” 


If you are in agreement with the necessity and justification for the 
Boycott of Nazi Germany will you sign the Pledge Form and return 
it to the Council ? 


PLEDGE FORM 7 


To the Secretary, 


The British Non-Sectarian Anti-Nazi Council, 
100c, Queen Victoria Street, London, E.C.4. 


I, the undersigned, pledge myself to abstain from the pur- 
chasing or selling of German Goods, and the handling of 
German Services, so long as the Nazi Government continues to 
deny full civil rights and freedom of belief to all German 


subjects. 

Ao 4c ys Sa PO Risto Re eL eat REALey © ea et Reo i Pe Ai ae eh ae PP z 
DITTO SSE We, Se ere epee a Ee Pe SERENA Oho cy sa hives halen vans BMRR cannes 
l am willing to co-operate in Boycott work in my district,,..........44. 
I wish to subscribe the sum of £ : : , towards 


the expenses of the Boycott and enclose herewith cheque/postal 
order. Cheques and P.O.’s should be crossed and made payable 
to The Treasurer, British Non-Sectarian Anti-Nazi Council. 
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